SKULL OF ABORIGINES. SPECIMEN OF TEMPORAL BONE. 

Dr. Thomas J. Harris, New York City. 

The specimen which I take the liberty of presenting was found 
in the collection of skulls of the Anatomical Institute of the Uni¬ 
versity of Freiburg. It is marked a “boeroc,” presumably an ab¬ 
origines’ skull from the South Sea Islands. The rational explana¬ 
tion of its character is the one usually given for all these conditions, 
namely, an extensive cholesteatomatous disease. When I first saw 
the specimen I was under the impression that it was unique, but 
have later learned on consulting the literature that such is not the 
case. 



Figure I. 


lhe specimen, which was the right temporal bone, represents two 
cavities originally separated by a complete bridge 1 mm. wide, which 
was broken in the removal. It will be noted that the mastoid pro¬ 
cess is preserved below. Above the cavity extends to the zygoma. 
The anterior opening shows almost complete absence of the poster¬ 
ior wall of the glenoid cavity. Posteriorly, one immense cavity is 
seen representing the entire antrum and mastoid cells and extend¬ 
ing upward as far as the tegmen antri and the tegmen tympani, the 
latter of which contains a defect of 4 mm. in the vertical diameter, 
by 3 mm. in the horizontal. No vestige remains of the posterior 
wall of the canal. The inner wall shows clearly the facial canal and 
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the fenestrae ovale and rotunda, the promontory and the opening of 
the Eustachian tube. The left temporal bone, which was not re¬ 
moved, showed a similiar bridge 1 mm. wide. The mastoid antrum 
did not appear to be opened. There were two large defects in the 
tegmen tympani and here also the facial canal, the fenestrum ro- 
tundum and the fenestrum ovale were plainly to be seen, as well 
as the opening of the Eustachian tube. Both cavities are smoothly 
rounded out, as if with a burr. 

The exact measurements are as follows: The right side, the 
posterior cavity 1.6 cm. vertically, 1.2 cm. horizontally, 2.2 cm. deep. 



Figure 2. 


The anterior cavity, 1.3 cm. vertically, 1 cm. horizontally; the depth 
of the two cavities in the intero-posterior diameter, 3.2 cm. The 
left temporal bone, the posterior cavity, 1.6 cm. vertically 1.2 cm. 
horizontally, 2 cm. deep. The anterior, 1.2 cm. vertically, 1.2 cm. 
horizontally, depth of the antero-posterior of the two cavities, 2 
cm. 

My thanks are due to the Director of the Anatomical Institute 
of the University of Freiburg for the privilege of presenting this 
specimen. 

101 East 40th Street. 





